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ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS 
Comfortable? 

There is an often-repeated 
and frequently quoted saying 
about the job of a pastor, 

priest, or prophet in ministering to 
any congregation: the task and the 
goal are to comfort the distressed, 
disturbed, and doubtful, and to 
disturb and distress the 
comfortable! I doubt that anyone reading this would have trouble 
understanding what is inferred by those words, but let me add to that 
clarity by reminding you that those are real and intentional goals for 
Jesus, and for anyone who feels called or presumes to enter into 
ministry. The world is full of evil and sinfulness and the results and 
consequences of such, and, as Christians, we are against those things, 
not just in thought, principle, and values, but actively in practice and in 
any and every occurrence! It should be very clear that this is not simply a 
matter of our own behavior, but, because of the damage and hurt it 
causes to others, we are against anyone else’s evil or sin. We are for, and 
we are charged to deliver respect, gentleness, caring, healing, and life-
giving aid in medicine, food, and shelter to those around us who suffer, 
once again not just in words or principles but actively, in real-time 
practice! Following the model of Jesus, we know how to practice 
sacrifice, generosity, compassion, and confrontation. All of these words 
should appear in the description of every single Christian person 
because we are Jesus’ people, and the word “comfort” is not in the list!  

Meanwhile, in our home and community churches, an atmosphere of 
comfort and a mutual sharing of friendliness and connection with our 
shared values, similar choices and goals, history of membership and 
financial support, etc., we pride ourselves in the comfort, caring, and 
ease which we have built and enjoy in our Sunday worship routines and 
the dependable, consistent life of our circle of friends and neighbors that 
keep the church going. It’s not perfect, but it’s familiar and runs smoothly, 
reminding us always that Jesus died for our sins and promises us heaven 
when we die. We do care about and try to help where it is needed in our 
community, but we try not to demand too much of people because we 
want them to continue to be members, and we really like them. We help 
and give whenever we can, and we appreciate those who work so hard 
to provide music and fellowship and inspiration. Who call, visit, and lead 
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Financials 

Ministry Giving 
June Giving $20,352 
June Expenses $14,510

when there are sick people or special needs for campaigns or special 
worship times to remind us of how important our faith is. We have 
comfortable facilities, a history of doing good works in the community, 
an open and welcoming attitude as new people attend, and 
everybody does what they can to make our church comfortable and 
true to the wonderful faith we have inherited from those who went 
before. By now you’re probably thinking, “So what’s your point?” 

This is not written to accuse or make anyone unhappy or angry; it is 
intended to call your attention to the contrast. To call your attention 
because our church has come to a place where we need to change 
some things, to do “church” differently, to work in mutual sharing and 
activity with another congregation so that we can, together, be able to 
call a pastor and leader for our mutual welfare and ministry, and to 
help us welcome new people to a new church that is in sync with the 
community and our world as it is now. We want to be true to Jesus, 
not just in our personal faith and prayer, but in our mutual and 
organizational teaching and touching people, in our awareness of the 
needs that surround us in the Antelope Valley and in the larger 
community, even the world. We want to do whatever is needed to 
become a significant force and voice that attracts people who want to 
help the world become a better place. We’ve worked together and 
built a wonderful, comfortable church with lots of loving, friendly 
people, but they are aging, moving, dying, and leaving as life changes 
for them. We, who are still here, want new people to hear about our 
church, visit our church, feel welcomed, understand our Faith, and join 
us in living our lives with endless gratitude to God for His blessings 
and constantly trying to be Jesus’ people, following His example and 
His teaching. We know that will demand changes that will probably be 
uncomfortable until we get used to them, but they are operational 
changes, not changes in Faith or practice. They really are convenience 
changes, comfort changes, and if they will make our church alive, 
active, and important, and do good for people in need, then we must 
be willing to do what is needed. And we will do that! We will! 

Father Jim

Council Highlights
• We have begun a collection for St. Paul’s for their massive 

plumbing issues. Thank you to those who contributed.              
(See page 5) 

• The Lancaster Police Department is collecting water for the 
homeless. This is an easy way to support them, just drop it off 
between 9-4 Monday through Thursday. They have a group going 
into the community to deliver it. (See page 3) Continued… 

Ministry Year to Date 
Giving $122,972 
Expenses $82,007

$40,965 Overage 

$-657 Deficit 
*shortfalls will be paid out of our 
mortgage reserve fund. 

Mortgage Income Received* 
June Giving $793 
Expenses $1,450

Lunch at Vince’s!! 

Friday, August 14th  we will meet at 
Vince’s Pizza and Pasta to just get 
together and shoot the breeze. We 
meet at 11:30a, we hope to see you 
there! Vince’s has a lot more than 
pizza! Come if you can and bring a 
friend or two. If you have an SSOV 
shirt wear that also!

$5,842 Overage
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• We are looking to pay off our mortgage soon due to some 
generous donations. 

• We are continuing to read Becoming a Welcoming Church and 
learning new ideas at each meeting. One way you can support this 
is by greeting visitors and making them feel welcome. 

• Our next planning meeting is coming up soon, August 8th at 
10:00am. We need your ideas 
and also people to implement 
them.


President’s 
Corner

Thank you to the 25 
volunteers who made the 
fireworks booth a success. We appreciate you! Our volunteers 

ranged in age from 19 to 88. Thank you to the members who came 
to visit us, we loved the fellowship time. Special thanks to Allison 
Rapp who was our technical guru, also to Connie Jo and John 
Keeling who camped out in the parking lot for a week! 

We are still searching for a clergy person, at this time no candidates 
have been found. 

We are looking to change our worship times so that one clergy can 
do services at both churches on one Sunday. This will give them a 
little more time off and prepare us for when a new pastor is called. 
We all will need to adjust to this so please be patient as we work out 
the new times. We are hoping to start this in October.

Barbara

Summer 
Water Drive 
From the Lancaster Police 
Department: The goal is to 
collect 250 cases of bottled 
water by the end of the 
summer to help keep outreach teams supplied during the hottest 
months of the year. Feel free to drop off cases of water at the 
Lancaster Police Department from Monday to Thursday between 9 
am and 4 pm. 
Drop-Off Location: Lancaster Police Department 44811 Sierra 
Highway Lancaster, CA 93534 

Women of the ELCA 

The Women of the ELCA will meet 
Tuesday, August 25th at 10:30a in 
the Fellowship Hall. Keep the 4th 
Tuesday of every month open on 
your calendar so you can join this 
vibrant Bible study and fellowship 
with other women. Remember to 
invite your friends!

Volunteers Needed! 

We always need volunteers to help 
make worship a meaningful 
experience. We need ushers, 
readers, projectionist, live stream 
operator, and communion 
assistants.Please sign up! (Don’t 
make us come up to you with a 

clipboard in hand. 😉  ) The more 
volunteers we have the less often 
you will be called upon to help. 
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Worship in 
August 

Jesus is filled with compassion for 
those whom He knows well, and for 
those who stand up for what they 

know to be true in spite of the rules 
of the day. 

8/2	 Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
	 Romans 9:1-5 
	 Matthew 14:13-21 

8/9 Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

        	 Romans 10:5-15 

        	 Matthew 14:22-33 

8/16 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
           	 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
           	 Matthew 15:10-28 

8/23 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
	 Isaiah 51:1-6 
	 Matthew 16:13-20 

8/30 Fourteenth Sunday after  	 	
	 Pentecost 
	 Romans 12:9-21 
	 Matthew 16:21-28 
Combined Worship with St. Paul’s  

Because of You 
“Why do you spend your money for 
that which is not bread, and your labor 
for that which does not satisfy? Listen 
carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food.
“ –Isaiah 55:2 

Being a good steward means choosing things that are physically, 
spiritually and mentally healthful to us. The leaders of St. Stephen’s 
also recognize your generous gifts are to be used for things that fulfill 
and advance our ministry in ways that are physically, spiritually and 
mentally healthful to the congregation. Every effort is made to use 
your time, money and energy on things that really matter and satisfy; 
to use your gifts wisely and boldly for the good of all of God’s people. 

As summer winds down and we look towards the fall kick-off, we 
would like to hear from you. Please share with a council member any 
ideas you may have, programs you would like to see and ways you’d 
like to volunteer your time or share your talents. How is God calling 
you to serve and love our neighbors?

Stewardship 
Thought of the Month 

“We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give.” 

– Winston Churchill 

Thank You! 
• …to everyone who helped, prayed for or had anything to with the 

fireworks booth! Awe will keep you posted on how much money 
was raised.  

• …to Nick, Phil, Jeff, Chris, Fred, and Chuck for all the work you 
do to keep the lawns mowed, planters weeded and everything 
watered. We appreciate your dedication to SSOV even in the 

heat! ❤  

• …to Pastor Jim, Father Jim and Pastor Donella for your leadership 
on Sunday mornings. We truly appreciate all you (and your 
spouses) do and have done for SSOV. 

Sunday, August 16th is 
the deadline for the 

September Newsletter

SSOV Book Club! 

The book is “The Rose Code” by 
Kate Quinn. They will meet Monday, 
August 10th at 3:30p in Faith Hall. 
Come even if you haven’t finished 
the book! For more information 
contact Barbara Counts or 
Jennifer Rapp.
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Love Offering 
for St. Paul’s 
Have you ever had a plumbing 
problem? No water, can’t even 
flush a toilet? Unfortunately, St. 
Paul’s has been experiencing just 
that, which has cost them 
thousand of dollars. Therefore, 

supporting our siblings in Christ we will be collecting a Love offering 
for them through Sunday, August 9th. There will be a box in the 
narthex to collect your cash donations. 

Episcopal Church Women 
Opportunity Quilt 
Corine Cudney of St. Paul’s has donated a beautiful queen-size quilt to use 
as a fundraiser. They 
have decided to 
donate one-half the 
money raised to 
the Food Bank at 
Lancaster 
Methodist Church. 
Tickets are $1 each 
or 6 for $5. Winner 
does not need to 
be present to win. 
The drawing will be 
in September.  
Contact Peggy 
Campbell for more 
information: (661) 
733-4756 

Get Involved! 
Usher: Ushers give a warm 
welcome to visitors, welcome 
the congregation, pass out 
bulletins, collect offering, 
direct communion, and take 
attendance. Contact the office. 

Scripture Reader: Readers 
share one Bible lesson, 
introduce the gospel 
acclamation and share the 
Prayers of the People with the 
congregation. Contact the 
office. 

Communion Setup/Clean up: 
Do you like working behind 
the scenes? Contact the office  
at ssovoffice25@gmail.com 
if this sounds like the right job 
for you! 

Praise Band: Love to share 
your gift of music with others? 
Do you play an instrument? 
Contact Alexandra Caselli at    
aacjazz@gmail.com. 

Tuesdays  
Choir and Band Practice is on 
Summer hiatus. BUT if you’d 
like to join either the band or 
choir, rehearsals will resume 
sometime in August. Call 
Alexandra (818-631-2237) for 
more details. 

Monthly 
At the end of the month food 
sacks are assembled for our 
“Feeding Others” program. 
For more information, contact 
Barbara Counts, 661-816-4352.

mailto:ssovoffice25@gmail.com
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SSOV Planning Meeting 
There is an Events Planning Meeting scheduled for Saturday, August 8th at 10a in the Fellowship Hall. We need your 
ideas and input for our upcoming events, such as God’s Work Our Hands Sunday coming up in September. Please 
come and express yourself! If you haven’t come in the past come and see what’s in store as we plan for rest of 2026.

St. Stephen’s of the 
Valley Lutheran  Church 

1737 East Avenue R 

Palmdale, CA 93550 

Phone: 661-947- 6451 

E-mail: 

ssovoffice25@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

8:30am - 1:30pm 

Mon - Thu.

mailto:ssovoffice25@gmail.com
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