ststephenspalmdale.org

February 2026

ST. STEPHEN'S

All Are Welcome!

Pastor James Fuller
Father James Seipel

Pastor Donella Silveira

Office Manager
Doretta Rapp

Music Coordinator

Alexandra Caselli

Join Us on Sundays

In Person Worship:
9:30am Blended

Let’s Stay In Touch

@D SSOVstreaming
@ ststephenspalmdale.org

ststephenspalmdale1954

Two Questions

very time we say the Lord’s
Prayer, we ask God to “Lead
us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil.” They seem like

understandable requests, but have you
ever seriously considered what you are

asking? In some reading I did last

month, while searching for sermon

material, | came across two important statements, presented as questions, and
related to those words, which I'm convinced we need to take much more
seriously. If we assume that all of us, perhaps to Varying degrees, reall_y want
to truly be Christian people, not just on Sundays, but 24/7, there are ideas and
behaviors to which we need to give serious attention and effort. Almost all of
the public statements and messages of Christianity, and a lot of the things we
emphasize and teach on Sunday mornings, relate to sin; I am quite convinced
that you and I have very few unanswered questions aimed at identifying
words, attitudes and behaviors that are unacceptable and not ignorable, if we
are really trying to follow the examples and teachings of Jesus! The question
directly touching that matter is clear and easy: Do we treat others with love
and a caring that respects God’s love for them and encourages their better,
more fulfilling lifestyle and choices? Neither of the issues I will present here
actually speaks to sin because I am so very convinced we already know that
stuff, and whatever we dont know comes from our not wanting to know or not
liking the idea that doing or not doing that is wrong. Besides, it will
undoubtedly be covered in a sermon one day soon.

The first question struck me in an article that used Taylor Swift’s preparation
for The Eras Tour as an example. Okay, please don’t stop reading right here!
Did you know that over a year before her tour began, Swift started two to five
hours of physical conditioning activities? By the last month before the tour,
she was on a treadmill running at about four miles per hour while singing all
42 songs in the show, three to five times a week. Can you imagine? She knew
what was demanded of her to be at her best for a 3-hour show over 200 times
in 16 months! The point — and the question — covered in the article was this:
How do you know you have faith unless you are really, actually called upon to
consciously choose to behave and act upon what you believe? Moving your
attitude and energy or commitment to your faith from comfortable and
convenient (fitting easily into the rest of your life and your encounters with
others) to a place where it is a determined, intentional plan as to how you will
conduct yourself in times and places where there is real demand and maybe
real risk involved. The kind of encounters you now almost always try to avoid
is bound to take some effort and work! It is not just memorizing Bible quotes

or using the words of others; it is allowing yourself to be questioned or
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Financials

Ministry Giving
December Giving $17,480
December Expenses $24,335

-$6,855 Deficit
—

Ministry Year to Date
Giving $216,864
Expenses $209,351

$7,513 Overage
N

Mortgage Income Received*
December Giving $869
Expenses $1,450

-$581 Deficit

*shortfalls will be paid out of our
mortgage reserve fund.

Friday, February 13th we will meet at

Vince’s Pizza and Pasta to just get
together and shoot the breeze. We meet
at 11:30a, we hope to see you there!
Vince'’s does not only have pizza, there
are salads, hamburgers, soups, chicken,
calzones, AND sandwiches! Come if

you can and bring a friend or two. If

you have an SSOV shirt wear that too!

February 2026

challenged, and responding with true statements iz your own words that
reflect what and how you understand that your faith is expressed in your
actions and treatment of other people. Making your faith in God not just a
comforting routine that is mostly habit, but a real and challenging
expectation you have of yourself when the rubber meets the road, is going
to take some intentional effort, maybe study and discussion with others you
trust, and a willingness to be in circumstances where your comfort level is
very low and you are willing to be tested. Wow! Think about that — I

have!

In all honesty, that was the hard question. The second question is much
easier: Over and over in the Christmas and Epiphany Gospel readings, we
find people invited to “come and see” and then doing whatever it takes to go
and do that. In dreams and visions, God gives some people ideas and
instructions, and then asks them to check it out, and “See for yourself.” The
shepherds see the angels and hear their announcement and praise. When
the heavens are quiet again, they say, “We've got to go and see.” The Magi
have that bright star, and they choose to go and see. Then, in the recent
Epiphany readings, John the Baptist points out, “See, he is the one I have
been talking about.” Two of John’s disciples see Jesus and follow him.
When he turns to them, they ask where he is staying, and he says, “Come
and see.” One of those men was Andrew, and he went to his brother, Simon
Peter, and told him about Jesus, then said, “Come and see for yourself.”
Our second question is What do you see? Where do you see it? Do you
look? Do you search, ask, and try to see for yourself? Real effort and
intentionality are required; you must recognize God’s presence and work,
watch for it, describe it to others, and invite them to “Come and see.” When
others hear about what you have seen, they will want to see for themselves.
Don’t be hesitant or embarrassed to tell your story; it is really God’s story,
or at least an important part of God’s story. The Christmas song asks, “Do

you see what I see?” It’s a good question!

Father Jim
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WoménELCA =2

Women of the ELCA

The Women of the ELCA will meet
Tuesday, February 24th at 10:30a in
the Fellowship Hall. Keep the 4th
Tuesday of every month open on your
calendar so you can join this vibrant
Bible study and fellowship with other

women.

Volunteers Needed!

We still need volunteers to help make
worship a meaningful experience. We
need ushers, readers, projectionist,
live stream operator, and communion
assistants.Please sign up! (Don’t make
us come up to you with the clipboard

in hand. (&5 ) The more volunteers we

have the less often you will be called
upon to help.

February 2026

5 J
President’s
Corner
r I \ here are three rooms in Faith

Hall that have been renovated

with the intention of renting

\,//\

rooms in Faith Hall for their worship service on Sunday mornings. Their

them to outside organizations. We
would like to welcome Hosanna Life

Church to our campus. They are a new
tenant and will be using one of the

service starts at 10:30am. Their pastor is Frederick Ylaya and his wife is
Maria. It’s going to be nice to see more activity on Sunday mornings.

Pastor Jose with Iglesais de Restauracion (the Spanish congregation
that has been meeting on our campus for many years) is also now
renting one of the rooms full-time. There’s one more non-profit that
has shown interest in using the last room. We are almost at full
tenancy.

The Call Committee has been finalized, and the members are Barbara
Counts, Alice Fischer, and Chris Skinner. St. Paul’s is also in the process
of finalizing their Call Committee.

We are planning on receiving new members during the February 22nd
worship service. If you are interested in membership in this congregation,
please let me know or contact the church office.

February 22nd is also the Annual Congregational Meeting and it will be
held immediately after worship service in the sanctuary. The Annual
Reports will be received and updates on our ministry will be given. Please
plan on staying a little bit longer to attend this informative meeting and
then staying for Coffee Time in Fellowship after the meeting.

Chuck
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Worship in
February

As Jesus continues to be revealed to us,
we get hints of what His fate will be as
we move into Lent.

2/1 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Matthew 5:1-12

2/8 Fifth Sunday afterEpiphany
1 Corinthians 2:1-16
Matthew 5:13-20

2/15  Transfiguration of Our Lord
Exodus 24:12-18
Matthew 17:1-9

2/22 First Sunday in Lent
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

The SSOV Book Club next book is

“The Borrowed Life of Frederick Fife”
by Anna Johnston. They will be
meeting Monday, February 9th at 4p
in the Community Room in Faith Hall.
For more information contact

Barbara Counts or Jennifer Rapp.

February 2026
Stewardship
Anne Frank said, “When I lie in bed at night, b '
I think of all the people sitting comfortably Ve i
in their warm homes and realize that if all i
those good, dear people would just share a & :}

little bit of what they have, you wouldn’t

aml

hear the little beggar children anymore,

because they would not exist.”

When you lie in your comfortable bed at night, what do you think about?
What do you think about when you sit down to a very nice dinner? When
you see starving people in the news, what do you think about? What would
Anne Frank want us to do about our “thoughts”? What would Jesus do?

Do our most important things we say we value in life get the most of our
treasure? Where does God fit into our priorities? What keeps our “most
important things” from receiving a larger share of our discretionary
income? What is one thing that can be done this month to align our
priorities and our treasure?

[vource: Faith Inkubators, Stewardship of Treasure]

Stewardship
Thought of the Month

“The people who really want to do something find a way.
All others find an excuse.”
[Anonymous ]

New Member Orientation

Are you interested in joining the ministry of SSOV? Or do you just
want to find out more about us? Well, there is an opportunity on
Sunday, February 15th to do just that. Stay after worship and enjoy a
simple lunch as you get to know us better. If you would like more
information, please contact Council President Chuck Lebo or call the

office, 661-947-6451.

Ash Wednesday Worship

Join us for Ash Wednesday worship, Wednesday, February 18th at 7p.
There will be the imposition of ashes, and communion. Invite our family
friends s we begin our journey to the Cross, during the season of Lent.
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Get Involved!

Usher: Ushers give a warm welcome
to visitors, welcome the congregation,
pass out bulletins, collect offering,
direct communion, and take
attendance. Contact the office.

Scripture Reader: Readers share one
Bible lesson, introduce the Gospel
acclamation and share the Prayers
of the People with the congregation.
Contact the office.

Communion Setup/Clean up: Do you
like working behind the scenes?
Contact Doretta Rapp at

stadmin@sbcglobal .net if this
sounds like the right job for you!

Praise Band: Love to share your gift
of music with others? Do you play
an instrument? Contact Alexandra
Caselli at aacjazz@gmail.com.

Tuesdays

Choir and Band Practice

If you like to sing, join us!! We are
always looking for singers. We will
start up again meeting at 12:30 pm
for band practice 1:30 pm for choir
rehearsal in the Worship Center
sometime in August. Call Alexandra
(818-631-2237) for more details.

Monthly

At the end of the month food sacks
are assembled for our “Feeding
Others” program. For more

information, contact Barbara
Counts, 661-816-4352.

February 2026

Thank You!

e ...to everyone who made theEpiphany Party a success! There were 18
people on attendance and a good time was had by all!!

Council Highlights

e The Call Committee members are Barbara Counts, Chris Skinner and
Alice Fischer [Sandra Lebo resigned from this committee].

¢ There will be a New Member orientation on February 15th with new
members being officially received on February 22nd, in time for them to
vote at the Annual Congregational Meeting on February 22nd.

Annual Congregation
Meeting

It’s that time of year again where we will gather to vote on the Annual
Report of 2025. Everyone is welcome to attend and get an Annual Report,
please remember that only members can vote. We will meet after worship
on Sunday, February 22nd, then we will enjoy some fellowship during our
regular coffee time.

Celebration of Life

Celebration of Life for Butch Thaler was held on Saturday, January 31st
at 11a here at St. Stephen’. Both Pastor Jim Fuller and Father Jim Seipel
presided over the service. Thanks be to God for the life of Butch Thaler
and we pray for comfort for his family and friends during this season of
their lives.

New Email Addresses!

We are also changing the office and office assistant emails.
To contact Doretta please use this email:

ssovofficemanager@gmail.com

To contact the office in general please us this email:

ssovoffice25@gmail.com

We know change is hard. We also know that a lot of patience will be
needed as we move forward.
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Stay in the loop! Scan to sign up to get our weekly email! ¢

St. Stephen’s of the
Valley Lutheran Church

1737 East Avenue R
Palmdale, CA 93550

Phone: 661-947- 6451
Fax: 661-947-7108
E-mail:

ssovoffice25@gmail.com

Office Hours:

9am - Ipm /\

Deepening relationships in Christ and serving others. 6
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