
Our purpose it to glorify God by 
welcoming people in His love, 

encouraging commitment to Jesus 
and equipping in the Spirit, to grow 

and to serve in the world.

AasteA NEW YEAR ISN’T A NEW 
LIFE; IT’S MORE OF A GOOD LIFE!

“Merry Christmas!” and “Happy New 
Year!” are past now (but we wished them 
sincerely and pray for all SSOV folks that 
those wishes came true!!) and we have launched 
into 2023. We are deep in the dark, cold days 
of winter, but have just started the transition to 
the flowers and green of spring, and the heat of 
summer is not too far ahead (believe it or not!). 
The Epiphany season in the church this year is 
7 weeks long, and then we will have 6 weeks 
of LENT and, bang! we’ll be at EASTER! 
(How’s THAT for a WAKE-UP call!?!) There 
are hard things and bright things already set 
up in our future, but, ready or not, we are 
NOW on the road to LENT and EASTER!!

   There is something deep in the hearts and minds 
of most people that makes this time, from the 
last weeks of December onto the first weeks of 
January, a powerful and emotional time. The 
end of one year is bound to bring thoughts 
of the time passed…the accomplishments, the 
gains and losses of the 12 months now behind 
us. Too often, it seems, we tend to add up 
the difficult and painful parts of the year and 
summarize by saying that we are “SURELY 
looking for next year to be a lot better!” Then, 
we back that up by “resolutions” dedicating 
ourselves to new behaviors and approaches to 
the way we’ve been living, as if we plan and 
intend to be a NEW person in the year ahead. 
It’s really almost comical the way we repeat that 
process year after year, optimistically looking 
to BE and to GET a better life! Too often, 
LOST in all that, is our recognition of God’s 
constancy, God’s forgiveness and grace, and the 
incredible blessing of LIFE itself…for which 

we should be 
unend ing ly 
THANKFUL! 

    SSOV had 
to face some 
difficult realities, 
some hard losses, and 
some truly painful times last year. We 
were NOT the same at the year’s end as we had 
been at its beginning, but, as we gathered and 
sang and worshipped together the last several 
Sundays, I really HOPE it was clear to all of you 
how MUCH we had overcome, how GREAT 
was our success, and how clear it was that, 
over and over, God had blest us and shown us 
reasons for thankfulness and optimism. This 
is a wonderful church, a marvelous collection 
of kind, generous, truly CHRISTIAN people, 
and as we sincerely MOURN the changes and 
losses that we have to confront, we MUST 
also be overflowing in our thankfulness that 
God has supplied strength and resources 
and people who have kept our faith and 
love in the forefront of it all, and kept us the 
wonderful church family we have always been!

   Actually, all that is true of us CORPORATLY 
is also true of us individually! There is no 
doubt that EACH of us could have been and 
done better in the year past, but the TRUTH 
is, and there is plenty of evidence that it IS the 
TRUTH, that God LOVES you just exactly 
as you are. JESUS died for you just exactly as 
you are!! When you were troubled God gave 
you strength or help or SOMEHOW lifted 
you, and there you are, STILL STANDING!! 

Con t inue d  on  pag e  6

The Reverend James Fuller
The Reverend Father James Seipel

Office Manger:
Doretta Rapp

Office Assistant: 
Yvonne St. Andrew

Music Coordinator:
Alexandra Caselli

Communications Coordinator:
Thomas Rapp

A Word from Father Jim The Staff

Growing to Serve in the World January  2023

Let’s stay in touch!

 ststephenspalmdale.org

 /ststephenspalmdale

Join us on Sundays

Virtual Worship:  Sundays 
YouTube.com 1 pm  (St Stephens 
of the Valley Lutheran Church)

In-Person Worship: 
9:30 am



 2   January  2023

As you know the Super Bowl is coming 
up, therefore it’s Souper Bowl time on Feb. 
12th! So, to help those less fortunate you 
can bring canned and appropriate nonper-
ishable food items to St. Stephen’s starting 
Sunday, January 22nd, there will be a table 
to drop off your donations. Please check 
expiration dates on all items. And anyone 
who would like to help take the items over 
to SAVES please contact Sandy Fitzpatrick.

Ministry Giving

Mortgage Income
Received

• The February Congregational Meeting was set for Sunday, February 26th.
• All council members of 2022 need to have their annual reports into the office by Monday, 
January 16th
• Ernie Fischer is slated to come back to council to make another presentation on campus 
security.

“You will be enriched in every way for your great 
generosity!” -2 Corinthians 9:11

As you make resolutions and set goals for the 
New Year, be sure to include this one: “I will 
be more generous in 2022.” It will bless you 

– and your community and neighbor!
The Bible makes clear that generosity leads to a more 

abundant life. Generous people experience one of those 
paradoxes of the Kingdom of God, where the last are 

first, the greatest is servant to all, and whoever loses her life for Christ will gain it. 
The paradox? Generous people get back far more they give. 
First, a clarification: The paradox is NOT a financial strategy to maximize return on 

investment. That would be missing the point. Besides, there are more important things to give 
than money, such as time, service, kindness, forgiveness, compassion, love, and joy. And what 
we get back may not be quantifiable. How do you measure wellbeing and happiness?

Generosity’s real “payback” is what and who we become when we cultivate a habit of giving. 
Giving transforms us into generous-hearted people, and generous-hearted people tend to 
experience a real abundance of joy, peace, love, and security. 

The old saying is most certainly true: The open palm holds more than the closed fist.
For 2022, set a goal to be more generous. Start by increasing your charitable giving above 

last year’s offering, but also aim to give away your time, to serve your neighbor, to be lavish in 
compassion, extravagant in love. 

Pray that God will guide you and help you experience the paradox: Givers get back more 
than they give away. 

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, 
and works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

Financials

Souper Bowl Sunday!!

Nov. Giving: $16,144
Nov. Expenses:  $16,733

-$589 Deficit

$39,992 Overage

Giving: $214,356
Expenses: $180,364
Giving minus Expenses: $33,992
Plus Saving Acct. Funds Used: $6,000

Ministry Year to Date

$33 Overage

Nov. Giving: $1,483
Nov. Expenses: $1,450

... to Pastor Fuller, Father Seipel, Pastor Silveira, Chuck Lebo, 
and HM McKinsey for leading worship over these past months. 
... to Fred Rapp, Chuck Lebo, Yvonne St. Andrew, Sandra Lebo, and Doretta Rapp 
for diligently maneuvering through the maze of insurance company phone calls and 
paperwork in an attempt to get the Worship Center back in order in a timely fashion.
... to all those who have volunteered and have helped out over this holiday season. 
You don’t know how much your volunteerism has been a blessing to SSOV.

December Council Highlights

Thank You!

Because of You...
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Hi Everyone,
Just an up-date, due to your generosity, 

we were able to fill 34 Bags for the Feeding 
Others program in November! We plan to 
fill more bags toward the end of January. 
All items on the list are needed and if you 
would like to help let me know. I am also 
taking count of the Blessing Bag items and 
will let you know what is needed and when 
we will plan to fill those bags.

Again, Thank you for being the 
wonderful people that you are.

Sandy Fitzpatrick

Feeding Others!

Prayer List
Praise & Thanksgiving for... 
St. Stephen’s of the Valley!

Healing...
Carol Cornell, bruised, fracture from fall.
Butch Thaler, complete healing.
Vicki Goeres, chemo therapy.
Ann Lillich, leukemia.
Nancy Fuller.
Aaron, brain tumors, complete recovery.
Eileen Collins, complete healing
Anne Ellis, complete healing from liver 
surgery.
Andrea, diabetic coma, fell broken bones.
Fern Jackson, pain management.
Carina McVeigh, persistent medical issues.
Karen Wilson, leukemia. 
Frances, extreme, recurring dizzy spells, 
guide doctors.
Dawn, personal issues, been struggling.
Randy, lymhoma, guide doctors.
Libby duBois, MS.
Amanda Wheeler, depression, pain man-
agement.
Emilie, battling anorexia.
Joseph, ongoing health issues. 
Johnny, serious heart issues
Jerry Trigg, guide doctors.
Michaela McLaren.

Serving Our Country...
Kaylah Amis Gavillon.

Strength...
Bouche family; Lebo Family; Gloria; Brett 
Rupp; Veterans coming home drug ad-
dicted and alcoholics.

Those living with cancer...
Sandy Cramer; Neil Leman; Paul; Charles 
Lebo, Sr.; Noelle Paschon;  Margie 
Priestly; Jeannette G; Lani Reeser; Genesie 
B; Tari W.

Those grieving...
Family and friends of Barbara Danielson.
Chuck Lebo, family, and friends upon the 
death of his mother.
Connie Jo Keeling, family & friends upon 
the death of her mother.
Krista Young, family, and friends upon 
the sudden death of her father, Stan 
Daughtery.

Ministry...
Feeding Others; Grace Resources; SAVES.

Feeding Others
Suggested items for monthly packaged bags.

Water (small bottles)

Candy 

Cup of Fruit

Crackers – plain/salted/peanut butter

Individual SPAM packets

Cup of Noodles – all flavors (no spicy)

Small Goldfish crackers

Instant Tuna packets

Cans of Vienna Sausage

Chips (no spicy or “hot”)

Individual cold cereal

Individual oatmeal

Hot Chocolate

Tea bags

Coffee packets

Cream packets

Sugar packets

Cookies – individual packaged

Small Gatorade

Small Microwaveable Meals ie:
Chef Boyardee microwaveable bowls

Traveling Hand Sanitizer Wipes individually 
wrapped ie: Wet Ones, or Purell

Presidents 
Corner

Sanctuary repairs have been divided into 
two phases. Phase 1 is the mitigation 
of the smoke and fire damage. That 

work has been completed by Rainy Day 
Environmental Solutions. The pews have been 
cleaned and temporarily stored in the on-site 
containers in the parking lot. Phase 2 is the construction repairs consisting of the floor replacement, 
wall and altar platform damage repair, and painting all the walls and ceiling. This work will be starting 
shortly as the insurance checks have been issued and we are waiting for those funds to arrive.
We are working at getting back into the sanctuary as quickly as possible. I appreciate everyone’s 
patience with this long process.
Chuck Lebo
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Sunday, January 1�th is 

the deadline for the 

February Newsletter. 

Are you looking for an easy, convenient way 
to contribute to our church? St. Stephen’s 
offers two eGiving options that allow you to 
give anytime, anywhere – even on the road! It 
takes just seconds to use your smartphone to 
give by text or through Vanco’s mobile app. 

For text giving, simply send a text message 
to 888-979-6933 with the amount you 
would like to contribute (for example, $25). 
Just follow the prompts. 

To give through the mobile app, download 
the free VancoMobile app from the Apple 
Store or Google Play and search for our 
church by name. (St Stephens Church)

Or you can scan this QR Code with your 
phone’s camera and go directly to our 
Simply Giving site! 

We appreciate 
your generosity, 
whether 
you’re donating 
from the pew or going 

Easy Ways to Donate 
to St. Stephen’s!

The Women’s Book Study is back!! It will start back up at 4:30p on Wednesday, January 
11th. All women are invited to the home of HM McKinsey, 3445 West Ave. N-3, Palm-
dale, 93551. What is on tap is a video/book series by Dr. David Jeremiah, “Ten Questions 
Christians are Asking - Let God Turn Your Question Marks Into Exclamation Points”. You 
may purchase the book if you wish, but the video follows the book verbatim. Contact HM, 
(661) 305-9856 for more information.

To Benefit Grace Resources
Tooth paste and Tooth brushes
Wish List includes: refrigerators, cribs, car seats, baby books, washer & dryers, kitchen 

furniture, dressers, and night stands. New children’s toys are always welcome! Plus travel-
size toiletries. To benefit Grace Resource Center, please bring them to the Fellowship Hall, 
or contact Sandy Fitzpatrick.

We hear and experience the light that has 
come into the world and the new life that 
comes with it in the person of Jesus.

1/1  First Sunday of Christmas
 Philippians 2:5-11; Psalm 8
 Luke 2:15-21

1/8 Baptism of Our Lord
 Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29
 Matthew 3:13-17

1/15  Second Sunday after Epiphany
 Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11
 John 1:29-42

1/22  Third Sunday after Epiphany
 Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9
 Matthew 4:12-23

1/29  Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
 Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15
 Matthew 5:1-12

Women’s Book Study!

Abundance Sunday, January 1�

Worship in 
January
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The Epiphany Party on Saturday, January 7th brought about 28 folks together for 
fun and fellowship. The Chili Cook-off had six delicious entries. Many thanks to 
the cooks: Linda Doss (First Place Winner!), LoriAnn McLaren (2nd place), Cheryl 
Huff, Eileen Collins/Amanda Wheeler, Sandra Lebo and Connie Jo Keeling. Special 
thanks to all who brought side dishes to share.  

Games were provided and hosted by Connie Jo and LoriAnn. Lots of laughter 
and fun surprises for all!

Big thanks to Yvonne St. Andrew, Gabe Gabriel, Jenny Jo Keeling and Bill Keeling 
for helping with set up and all the helping hands that stayed and assisted with the 
clean-up. Hats off to the planning team (Connie Jo, LoriAnn, Sandra, and Yvonne) 
for providing a great way to cap off the Christmas season.

1737 East Avenue R

Palmdale, CA 93550

Phone: 661-947-6451

Fax: 661-947-7108

E-mail: 

stadmin@sbcglobal.net

Office Hours:

9am-1pm

Mon- Thu

Epiphany Party!

There are some scars, you’ve shed some tears, and a new energy of repentance is probably still a 
good idea, but you ARE…WE are….saved and blessed!! We all have to deal with and face a life 
that ENDS, but we know from experience that our DEEPER life, our life in the loving hands 
of God, goes on!! Each of us must THANK GOD for each other, for this church, and for God’s 
absolute presence and Love!  Some great things and some great times lie ahead, I just KNOW it!!

Father Jim

A Word from Father Jim continued


