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ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS 
Lutherans & 
Episcopalians 

A s I have observed the 
wonderful people in the two 
congregations we serve at our 

joint services, I am always impressed by 
how courageous one has to be to 
venture into worship that is unfamiliar in 
a building that is unfamiliar. The proof of our theory that we have two 
very excellent churches is always so clear in the participation and the 
social moments and events when you are all sitting next to and visiting 
with people you don't really know but have been told are very similar to 
you. Then the service starts, and about half the people look perplexed 
and a little uncomfortable as unfamiliar words and music fill the building. 
I went through that about 25 years ago at SSOV, and Pastor Fuller went 
through it about 14 years ago at St. Paul's, after he retired, but we did it 
with some basic knowledge and experiences that most laypeople do not 
have, so I decided to try to give you a little basic information that 
hopefully will make us more comfortable when we are in each other's 
houses. I hope you read this and maybe learn things 

Both denominations have the same basic form for worship, with different 
prayers and emphasis for different “seasons” of the church year. Both are 
tied directly to a lectionary calendar of Bible readings that the 
Ecumenical bodies in most major Christian denominations use. So, no 
matter where you are worshiping, on most Sundays you will hear the 
same Bible readings. Both denominations have a combination of music 
resources with many of the same hymns (though often very different 
writing styles) plus many unique hymns connected to their beginnings 
and development as a large, worldwide Christian denomination. The 
Lutherans start their hymnal with #151 because the book of Psalms has 
the first 150 “hymns” we use in worship. (I just love that!) Both churches 
use a pointing system with the music, allowing one to use the same 
melody and music for several different sets of words. But if you follow the 
hymn numbers in the bulletin, you will be able to sing the hymns easily. 
(At SSOV, they put most of the sung portions of the service on the screen 
above the altar; at St. Paul's, they print the words and music in the 
service booklet each week, most of the time.) The Lutheran “Book of 
Worship” and the Episcopal “Hymnal 1982” both have musical settings 
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Financials 

Ministry Giving 
May Giving $17,438 
May Expenses $15,094

for the Gloria, the Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy Lord), and various 
responses and interactions before certain prayers or actions in the 
service. They are numbered and bound in the front of the hymnal and 
scattered within the actual services in the Book of Worship (the first 
350 pages are worship service outlines and a “prayerbook” in the 
Book of Worship, while the Book of Common Prayer is a separate 
book from the hymnal at St. Paul’s). 

The Lutherans follow the earlier tradition, begun by John the Baptist, 
actually, because he always said that the first thing everyone had to do 
was repent! The earlier tradition of the Roman Church was private 
confession on Saturday night before Eucharist or Communion on 
Sunday. The Anglican/Episcopal Church in earlier times emphasized 
repentance through Confession and Absolution before the Sunday 
Eucharist also. The ELCA has sacramental confession available, but 
almost every Sunday their worship begins with a general confession 
and statement of forgiveness by the clergy, then they move into 
scripture readings and “message”/sermon. Episcopalians begin with 
prayers (“Collects”) and Bible readings, plus the sermon, then they 
have a general confession and absolution by clergy. In both churches, 
once you get through the lessons and Gospel readings and the 
“Repentance” part of the service, there is reassurance and "The Peace 
of the Lord” greetings amongst the congregation. Music and an 
offertory time mark the end of the “Word” part of the service, and we 
move into the “Sacrament” liturgy that is so very similar in both 
churches. “Lift up your Hearts” is the announcement by the clergy that 
we have moved from a focus on our presence for worship to a focus 
on God’s or Jesus’ presence, promise, and actions through the bread 
and the wine of the Eucharist. Repeating the Savior's words at that 
Last Supper, and the  “I am with you” of the Sacramental meal. (The 
clergy will be speaking more about that part of our worship in the 
coming weeks because it is so vitally important and deeply spiritual. 
Hopefully, this summary gives some information and  comfort to those 
who were struggling with our JOINT worship times.) 

The truth is that in both denominations, numerous choices could be 
made as to how the first part of the worship service goes. It is possible 
that somewhere along the way in the next 26 weeks, there will be 
changes in the order or actions or the music we use for the parts of 
the service we have covered so far. In the Episcopal order of things, 
other Anglican Churches (say in New Zealand or Australia) have their 
own liturgical committees that have come up with wonderful 
contemporary expressions and orders for Sunday worship times. The 
ELCA also has many creative sources for worship that they can draw 
from. So it is important, and pretty self-evident, I think, for you to 
understand that there are absolutely no right or wrong ways. Not 
within the Lutheran or Episcopal liturgies, or between them. Your 

Ministry Year to Date 
Giving $103,120 
Expenses $67,497

$35,623 Overage 

$-546 Deficit 
*shortfalls will be paid out of our 
mortgage reserve fund. 

Mortgage Income Received* 
May Giving $904 
Expenses $1,450

Lunch at Vince’s!! 

Friday, July 10th  we will meet at 
Vince’s Pizza and Pasta to just get 
together and shoot the breeze. We 
meet at 11:30a, we hope to see you 
there! Vince’s has a lot more than 
pizza! Come if you can and bring a 
friend or two. If you have an SSOV 
shirt wear that also!

$2,344 Overage
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comfort is partially based on knowledge and expectation, but it also, 
very much, is a matter of habit and repeated experience. The 
“Sacrament” part of our worship time is somewhat the same. 
However, while the Word section is pretty much derived from 
combinations of Jewish home and synagogue orders for prayer and 
worship, combined with aspects of very early monastic orders in 
Christianity, the Sacrament part is based very much on descriptions 
of Jesus’ last days and hours in the four Gospels of the New 
Testament. That is a very different authority, but it still leaves room 
for considerable variety. 

We can begin by noting the two very important aspects of Jesus’ 
actions and words in those last hours that have had a significant 
influence on the differing theologies of the Roman church, the 
Eastern (Asian) church, and the Protestant churches. Put as simply as 
possible, there is the “this is” part of the actions, and there is the 
“do this” part, which we all follow in some way. Jesus says, “This is 
my body,” and “This is my blood.” Some of the earliest serious 
battles of theologians in Christianity came in trying to explain or 
justify what that “is” might mean or how it could happen or be true. 
Words like transubstantiation or consubstantiation and other terms 
came out of that, and some church bodies made choices as to how 
their members would look at the elements of the Eucharist based on 
what they thought was probably correct. 

There really is no necessity that we go into that here, in my opinion, 
because there came a good, moderate, “Anglican” explanation 
given the title “Real Presence” that avoided the detailed complexity 
of the explanation and just said, “By whatever or however means, 
God is present in the elements of the Eucharist for those who truly 
believe.” Matter closed. You decide for yourself. When I started with 
the ELCA, with the people at SSOV, it became clear to me that 
receiving the Communion was, for many, the holiest moment of their 
week, and, though they did things differently than I was accustomed 
to, I most certainly was not going to question or argue against God’s 
presence for those people! 

There is, however, another perspective of equal importance and 
potential to complicate things. The elements and the “presence” 
may have been significant details to the oldest and earliest of 
Christians. The Roman and “old” Catholic bodies, and the more 
“Eastern” Greek, Russian, and other Orthodox churches. However, 
besides the “this is” aspect, there were also Jesus’ words, “do this in 
remembrance,” and those became significant across the European, 
and eventually, the international, Christian bodies, starting with 
leaders like Calvin, Zwingli, and even Luther. Doing Eucharist “in 
remembrance” does not necessarily have to consider many of the 
detailed questions. “In remembrance” puts much of the real 

Women of the ELCA 

The Women of the ELCA will meet 
Tuesday, July 28th at 10:30a in the 
Fellowship Hall. Keep the 4th 
Tuesday of every month open on 
your calendar so you can join this 
vibrant Bible study and fellowship 
with other women.

Volunteers Needed! 

We always need volunteers to help 
make worship a meaningful 
experience. We need ushers, 
readers, projectionist, live stream 
operator, and communion 
assistants.Please sign up! (Don’t 
make us come up to you with a 

clipboard in hand. 😉  ) The more 
volunteers we have the less often 
you will be called upon to help. 
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Worship in July 
In July we hear of the mighty acts of 
God spoken by the now apostles 
through the proclamation of the 
good news of Jesus in word and in 
deed. 

7/5	 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
	 Romans 7:15-25a 
	 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

7/12 Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

        	 Romans 8:1-11 

        	 Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

7/19  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
           	 Romans 8:12-25 
           	 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

7/26	 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
	 1 Kings 3:5-12 
	 Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 

meaning and value on the faith and belief of the individual, so one 
could change the form of bread used, offer grape juice and not wine, 
or make some other changes, because the remembrance was a reality 
in the heart and mind of the individual. The Protestant churches were 
deeply committed to making the New Testament, the whole Bible 
actually, the central authority and source of every element and 
decision about the Christian faith. They seriously took up the 
“remembrance” aspect because they were very invested in one's 
personal faith in the scriptural realities that were clearly stated in the 
writings that were historically the final authority for the Christian Faith. 

So it is that we can have two different experiences at the time of 
Communion depending on which of the churches we are in. There can 
be no debate beyond what really amounts to familiarity and habit as 
to whether it actually matters whether the bread is an unleavened 
wafer or loaf, in keeping with the Passover bread of Moses’ time, or a 
piece of Wonder bread, or a Pita pocket bread. It simply is not 
relevant because God's power and Spirit can overcome any physical 
form and reach the heart and mind of a faithful person! The same is 
true of the chalice, the Cup. Is there any way that the container, or the 
liquid in it, could block the ability of God’s spirit to be present for a 
person of faith seeking to obey Jesus’ command that we “do this”? 
Furthermore, whether it’s one cup or hundreds of little individual cups, 
drinking it or simply dipping the bread in it and consuming it, is there 
any problem with receiving just the bread and no cup? What, in your 
mind or mine, is going to be the deal-breaker that would keep God 
from being available in the heart and mind of a faithful person? We 
pretty much got past the arguments that the amount of water 
available made a difference in Baptism, a river, a lake, a swimming 
pool, a font, or a teacup. ”You died with Him, and now you rise with 
Him, and you are Christ’s own forever.” The same is true with the Holy 
Communion and all that is involved. Our differences in celebrating the 
Holy Eucharist are simply choices of how, not at all matters that 
change the presence of Jesus, just like He said, in the elements we 
receive as faithful followers of Jesus and lovers of the Almighty God 
who loved us first!                                                

Father Jim

Council Highlights
• We are looking into a new company for our contribution 

management. It will not change  how you contribute. 

• We approved the contract with Pastor Fuller as the Interim Pastor. 

• We are going to start one lay led service. Month to give the 

clergy a little break.

• There are no updates from the call committee to report at this 

time.


Sunday, July 12th is the 
deadline for the 

August Newsletter

SSOV Book Club! 

The book is “I’ve Got Your 
Number” by Sophie Kensella. They 
will meet Monday, July 13th at 
3:30p in Faith Hall. Come anyway 
you haven’t finished the book! For 
more information contact Barbara 
Counts or Jennifer Rapp.
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President’s 
Corner

A t our last council meeting 
Candy Amos, the senior 
warden from St. Paul’s 

joined us. 

We approved the contract with Pastor Fuller as the Interim Pastor. 
We are looking into having a safety meeting for the congregation 
this summer. 

We are reading “Becoming a Welcoming Church” by Thom S. Rainer. 
You may notice some changes as we implement some of the ideas in 
the book. 

We have no news at this time on the search for a new Pastor. We’ll 
keep you posted. 

Thank you to all who supported the Fireworks booth. You are 
appreciated! 

A big thank you to Chris Skinner and Phil Counts for the hours spent 
repairing a water leak. 

Barbara

Because of You 
“We have gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us…” 

Romans 12:6

Max Lucado states, “Examine your gifts; 
know your strengths…. don’t let the itch 
for things or the ear for applause derail you from your God-intended 
design!” 

What are your strengths? Do you enjoy fixing things? Are you an arts 
and crafts person? Do you relate well to people?  Are you good at 
math? Do languages come easy to you? Take time this summer to 
relax, but also to examine your gifts. We all have different gifts. You 
are the steward of your life and your gifts and talents, so make the 
most of them. 

Stewardship 
Thought of the Month 

“Stewardship is the use of God-given resources for the 
accomplishment of God-given goals.”  

~ Ron Blue   

Get Involved! 
Usher: Ushers give a warm 
welcome to visitors, welcome 
the congregation, pass out 
bulletins, collect offering, 
direct communion, and take 
attendance. Contact the office. 

Scripture Reader: Readers 
share one Bible lesson, 
introduce the gospel 
acclamation and share the 
Prayers of the People with the 
congregation. Contact the 
office. 

Communion Setup/Clean up: 
Do you like working behind 
the scenes? Contact the office  
at ssovoffice25@gmail.com 
if this sounds like the right job 
for you! 

Praise Band: Love to share 
your gift of music with others? 
Do you play an instrument? 
Contact Alexandra Caselli at    
aacjazz@gmail.com. 

Tuesdays  
Choir and Band Practice is on 
Summer hiatus. BUT if you’d 
like to join either the band or 
choir, rehearsals will resume 
sometime in August. Call 
Alexandra (818-631-2237) for 
more details. 

Monthly 
At the end of the month food 
sacks are assembled for our 
“Feeding Others” program. 
For more information, contact 
Barbara Counts, 661-816-4352.

mailto:ssovoffice25@gmail.com
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Thank You! 
• …to those who volunteer every Sunday. We cannot do worship without you! 

Up Coming Events in July! 
🧩  Do like to puzzle? Have you done all the puzzles you have at home?? We are hosting a puzzle exchange event 
Sunday, July 12th before and after church! Bring a puzzle (or two) to exchange and pick up a puzzle (or two) to take 

home. Don’t have puzzles to exchange? That’s ok, there is always a surplus! Take a puzzle home with you anyway! 🧩  

☕ We will be hosting Coffee with a Cop on Wednesday, July 22nd from 10a to 11:30a! This is an opportunity to 

connect with our local law enforcement officers and other local officials. Invite your friends and neighbors! ☕  

🌺  Then on Sunday, July 26th wear your favorite Hawaiian shirt, muumuu or caftan! We are going tropical and everyone 

is invited to participate!  🌴  

Congrats! 
Congratulations to Ivan Orozco who received a St. Stephen’s scholarship on Sunday, June 7th during worship! We pray 
for his continuing education at Antelope Valley College.  

St. Stephen’s of the 
Valley Lutheran  Church 

1737 East Avenue R 

Palmdale, CA 93550 

Phone: 661-947- 6451 

E-mail: 

ssovoffice25@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 

8:30am - 1:30pm 

Mon - Thu.

mailto:ssovoffice25@gmail.com
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