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ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS 
Grandmothers 

The rule as transmitted to 
many a young man in my 
day was “Determine your 

actions in such a way that, if 
your grandmother were beside 
you, she would not be 
embarrassed!” I suppose that 
depended a lot on what you 
knew and experienced about 
your grandmother, but I was most 
fortunate to have one who was clearly and definitely a real cutting edge, as 
I chose how I would act. Hopefully, and probably, the same was true for 
most of you. It is possible to get into all kinds of nitpicking and 
hairsplitting as one evaluates and decides on acceptable words and 
behaviors; the efforts to communicate values and standards in morality or 
ethics are indeed a very important part of the parenting task. From all that 
I have read and a lot of what I have seen, the young people (ages in double 
digits, starting with 1) of today, in many cases, either had terrible 
parenting or never had a really wonderful grandmother, as I did. Another 
possibility is that the surrounding social order in which the kids have to 
survive has become utterly lost without the straight-and-narrow road our 
grandmothers espoused. So, the society (and their peers) require that just 
to fit in, let alone to succeed, young people have to demonstrate some of 
their worst qualities to be respected or remembered by others. If a 
grandmother really seems to set a low bar compared to Jesus, you have to 
know that Jesus is not even one of the choices for deciding and directing 
such behaviors in the minds of most of today’s youth, and that brings us to 
talking about sin!

Jesus and Paul, in a couple of places, say that if you do not know what God 
requires, what the rules are, what you're supposed to do or not do, you can’t 
sin. We in the church, however, seem to spend a tremendous amount of time 
and energy talking about confession, repentance, and forgiveness, and accusing 
and convicting people around us of being sinners.

One of the biggest denominations identified certain sins as fatal or deadly, 
organizing categories of sin. There are a lot of people out there who think 
Jesus talked and thought a lot about sin, and they are much more ready to see 
our faith as dealing with sin and death and heaven and hell, all related to 
whether we are really good people, are really worthy of that image of the man 
nailed to the cross. They think, and what’s more, they think we think, much 
more often about sin rather than love, and they see the cross and most of our 
words about Jesus dying as threatening messages, not signs of love. Grandmas 
not withstanding, our behaviors must not nullify our prayers or words of faith! 
We truly must always try to avoid hypocrisy, because almost everyone will 
notice and care about that a lot more than they will any of the other moral 
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failures or so-called sins we talk or complain about so often. When John the 
Baptist ran around yelling “Repent!” to everyone he met, he was not talking 
about any specific type of behavior or thought. He was telling people they 
needed to admit that they had built a huge distance between themselves and 
their heart’s desire for the God who created them, the God they had a 
hunch had created them and maybe even cared about them, but now it had 
gone on too long, and the distance was too far. John said, “No, it’s not! He’s 
reaching for you right now, across that distance! That’s how much he wants 
a relationship with you!” It was, and is, not a threat, but an offer of love! 
It’s not the possibility of hell, it’s the guarantee of a perfect, even heavenly, 
closeness in the heart and bosom of the almighty God of the universe!

I want you to read that last paragraph again, please! And tell me why a 
sincere conversation with anyone about what it says there would be 
uncomfortable, scary, or unwelcome by people you know, meet, or live with. 
If, as I was trying to say last month, you are sure of God’s love, Jesus’ 
sacrifice and resurrection, the presence of the Holy Spirit (like we’ve been 
talking about recently), and the promise of heaven and the Kingdom of God 
when you die, what would make it hard to put that paragraph into your 
own words and share your faith? It’s not about behavior or judgment, it’s 
about distance and living without the connection and the love, which you, as 
a person who knows that feeling. Both the without part, and the “He in me 
and me in Him always and forever”, the with part, the “Been there, done 
that, and got the hat!” part. You are qualified! Your heart and mind know a 
peace and a companionship, a connection that your friend, or relative, or 
neighbor, or acquaintance at the post office or the supermarket line does 
not. How much fun would it be to introduce that person to your friends at 
SSOV, to give them a ride if they needed it, so they could participate in 
worship and recall it in special moments during the week! Anyone could do 
it, and everyone would welcome that new friend, that new friend. And your 
grandmother would be so very pleased!

Grow the church! Build the church!                                                                    

Father Jim 

President’s 
Corner

We had a great planning 
meeting on May 16th with lots 
of great ideas for coming 

events. The first will be a Father’s Day 
BBQ after church on June 21st. Look for a sign up sheet to bring sides and 
desserts. 

Our biggest fundraiser, selling fireworks, starts on June 27th with setting 
up the booth. We need lots of helping hands on this day. We also will need 
lots of volunteers to run the booth which is open from 10:00am to 10:00pm. 
Please think about a way to support us from working in the booth, to 
bringing goodies or just to visit. We sometimes have down time and like to 
see our friends from church. There will be a link to sign up or contact 
Barbara Counts at 661 816-4352.  

Ministry Year to Date 
Giving $85,682 
Expenses $52,403

$33,279 Overage 

$-607 Deficit 
*shortfalls will be paid out of our 
mortgage reserve fund. 

Mortgage Income Received* 
March Giving $883 
Expenses $1,450

Lunch at Vince’s!! 

Friday, June 12th  we will meet at 
Vince’s Pizza and Pasta to just get 
together and shoot the breeze. We meet 
at 11:30a, we hope to see you there! 
Vince’s does not only have pizza, there 
are salads, hamburgers, soups, chicken, 
calzones, AND sandwiches! Come if 
you can and bring a friend or two. If 
you have an SSOV shirt wear that too!

$14,412 Overage
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Check out the flower bed near the worship center for the new flowers 
planted by our Scout troops. It’s a beautiful addition to our property. 

Pastor Fuller is working on an agreement letter with both churches to 
implement the Interim Pastor position. Along with this the pastors/priest 
are asking that we change our worship times so they can preach at both 
churches on the same day. They have been working with us for over three 
years and this would give them some much needed time off. They each 
wouldn’t have to work every Sunday. We are still working on the new 
starting times and will share this with you when it is worked out. We need 
your support as we make this change which may not please everyone but 
we still want to see you every week! We are hoping to start this in 
September. This is also a step forward as we hope to have a new Pastor 
who would be working this schedule so we all have worship every week.

Barbara

It’s Summertime 
and the Giving is 
Easy! 
Whether you’re in the pew, at the beach, on the road, or just
hanging out in your backyard this summer, your continued financial 
support for our mission and ministry would be greatly appreciated. You 
can continue to support St. Stephen’s by making donations securely from 
anywhere using our eGiving options: you can also go online to our 
website, click Donate, and follow the Simply Giving instructions (it only 
takes a few seconds to set up an account). Or you can scan the QR code 
and follow the prompts. Thank you for your generous financial support, as 
well as, the ongoing support you give of your time, energy, and talent to 
keep St. Stephen’s a vital, fresh, and welcoming environment within our 
community this summer.

Stewardship 
Thought of the Month 
“Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own

needs by opening our mind to the unexplained
worlds occupied by the needs of others.”

~Barbara Bush

Women of the ELCA 

The Women of the ELCA will meet 
Tuesday, June 23rd at 10:30a in the 
Fellowship Hall. Keep the 4th 
Tuesday of every month open on your 
calendar so you can join this vibrant 
Bible study and fellowship with other 
women.

Volunteers Needed! 

We always need volunteers to help 
make worship a meaningful 
experience. We need ushers, readers, 
projectionist, live stream operator, and 
communion assistants.Please sign up! 
(Don’t make us come up to you with 
the clipboard in hand. 😉  ) The more 
volunteers we have the less often you 
will be called upon to help. 
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Worship in June 
In June we hear of the mighty acts of 

God spoken by the now apostles 
through the proclamation of the good 
news of Jesus in word and in deed.

6/7 Second Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 4:13-25
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

6/14 Third Sunday after Pentecost
        Romans 5:1-8
        Matthew 9:35-10:8

6/21 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
           Jeremiah 20:7-13
           Matthew 10:24-39

6/28 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

Thank You! 
• …to those who came out on their Saturday to help plan events here at 

SSOV.

• …to those who have helped change the banners for Easter/Pentecost 
and the time after Pentecost.

• …to Chuck Lebo and Fred Rapp for ripping out and totally re-doing 
the drip irrigation system in the planter bed for the Scouts new plants.

• …to our faithful choir and band! Thank you for adding you gifts to 
worship every Sunday.  

Upcoming Events at SSOV!! 
Sunday, June 21st.    Father’s Day! BBQ after worship, bring a side 
dish or dessert to share!

Sunday, July 12th.  Puzzle Exchange before and after worship! 
Bring a puzzle to trade and pick up a “new to you” puzzle to take home 
or just pick up a puzzle, there are always plenty!

Sunday, July 26th.      Hawaii Day! Wear your favorite Hawaiian garb, 
there may be surprise or two that day!

In August, watch for a special Sunday, there could be an ice social on 
the horizon!

Sunday, Sept. 13th.     God’s Work Our Hands, be on the look out for 
volunteer opportunities.

Off Campus Opportunity 
The High Desert Lutheran Chorale will present God and Country A 
Patriotic Concert, on Sunday, June 28th at 4p at Grace Lutheran Church 
856 W. Newgrove Ave. Lancaster. The admission is free.

Can you help? 
Brandon Weir, our Sound Board Tech, is looking for either an apartment or 
a room to rent, as soon as possible. He needs to move from where he is 
currently living. If you have a lead to help him out, please contact the 
office, leave a message if it’s not during office hours and we will make sure 
he gets the information.

Sunday, June 14th is the 
deadline for the
July Newsletter

SSOV Book Club! 

The book is “Someone. Else’s Shoes” 
by Jojo Moyes. They will meet 
Monday, June 8th at 3:30p in Faith 
Hall. Come anyway you haven’t 
finished the book! For more 
information contact Barbara Counts 
or Jennifer Rapp.



ststephenspalmdale.org June 2026

5

Look What You Did! 
The Scouts America who utilize our campus on Monday late 
afternoons took on the project of weeding and adding flower to one of 
our planters! These are just a few pictures of what they did, be sure to 
take a good look next time you’re on campus!

Get Involved!
Usher: Ushers give a warm welcome 
to visitors, welcome the congregation, 
pass out bulletins, collect offering, 
direct communion, and take 
attendance. Contact the office.

Scripture Reader: Readers share one
Bible lesson, introduce the Gospel 
acclamation and share the Prayers 
of the People with the congregation.
Contact the office.

Communion Setup/Clean up: Do you
like working behind the scenes? 
Contact Doretta Rapp at 
stadmin@sbcglobal.net if this 
sounds like the right job for you!

Praise Band: Love to share your gift
of music with others? Do you play 
an instrument? Contact Alexandra 
Caselli at aacjazz@gmail.com.

Tuesdays 
Choir and Band Practice
If you like to sing, join us!! We are 
always looking for singers. We meet 
at 12:30 pm for band practice 1:30 
pm for choir rehearsal in the 
Worship Center sometime in August. 
Call Alexandra
(818-631-2237) for more details.

Monthly
At the end of the month food sacks
are assembled for our “Feeding 
Others” program. For more 
information, contact Barbara 
Counts, 661-816-4352.

mailto:stadmin@sbcglobal.net
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St. Stephen’s of the 
Valley Lutheran  Church 

1737 East Avenue R
Palmdale, CA 93550

Phone: 661-947- 6451

E-mail:
ssovoffice25@gmail.com

Office Hours:
8:30am - 1:30pm

Mon - Thu.

Stay in the loop! Scan to sign up to get our weekly email! 📧

Scan the QR code to sign up for the fireworks booth.

mailto:ssovoffice25@gmail.com
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