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Clergy 

Pastor James Fuller

Father James Seipel

Pastor Donella Silveira

Staff 

Office Manager 
Doretta Rapp 

Office Assistant 
Yvonne St. Andrew 

Communications Coordinator 
Thomas Rapp 

Soundboard Technician 
Brandon Weir 

Music Coordinator 
Alexandra Caselli 

Join Us on Sundays 

In Person Worship: 
9:30am Blended

ST. STEPHEN’S WITNESS 
Thankfulness 
and Security 

I first heard the term 
“presumed security” at a 
seminar I was attending to 

help me know how to talk to 
people who had been diagnosed 
with cancer. I remember sitting 
and thinking as they explained it 
to us that I had never really thought of my life in that way, but it certainly 
was absolutely true that this newly named reality was essential to the way I 
operated. “Presumed security,” (PS), is that almost unconscious 
assumption that we can realistically make plans for the future, even far into 
the future. Barring an unknown disruption or a known limitation or 
complicating circumstance, we are not foolish to assume that we will be 
both present and capable of doing important things months and even years 
into our future. And most of the time, we don’t even give a thought to the 
commitment we are making as we make plans. I guess that most of you, 
even though you may not be doing such things now, certainly were just like 
me, completely unaware of what such planning really assumes, over most 
of your lives.

My wife and I recently had that discovery of PS brought back as an immediate 
reality in a very unpleasant way, and I am finding that there are spiritual 
ramifications that almost none of us are considering in our thankfulness during 
these special months of November and December. The truth is that our failure 
to recognize PS and consider its importance is producing a vacuum in our 
spiritual consciousness that should not be there. Being in our later years 
produces an almost inescapable awareness of mortality. But earlier in the 
game, I am certain almost all of us are guilty not only of not being conscious of 
the assumptions we are making, but actually really getting angry at fate, at 
God, at almost anybody available when things don’t work out the way we had 
planned. Three weeks ago, I was notified that my identity had been assumed 
by someone else, my name and pertinent vital information appearing on the 
“dark web” in August 2024. 

To make matters worse, as you would expect, the place where this hit us was 
in our checkbook. I’m not writing this to discuss banking, so I am not going to 
detail the financial factors; suffice it to say they had made three or four efforts 
and gotten over $2000, and they were maneuvering to get much more than 
that. Our bank gave us the money back and made several changes to try to 
stop them, but they were persistent. Out of concern for “limiting losses,” our 
bank first froze and then closed my access to accounts, and eventually asked us 
to find a new bank, even after 25 years as a customer. We were at a loss as to 
how to make the changes, but we did go ahead and do what was necessary. 

All Are Welcome!

Let’s Stay In Touch
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Financials 

Ministry Giving 
October Giving $18,470 
October Expenses $18,288

But all of the habits and routines we had handling our finances, bills, Social 
Security, and all that stuff, were disrupted and had to be completely 
reinvented, even to the point of not going South to get to the bank by 6 pm, 
but going North to get to the bank by 5 pm because that is when they close. 
(If that sounds stupid or silly to you, I want you to know I am doing you 
the favor of not wishing you should have the opportunity to make such 
changes!)

If you are saying to yourself, “What’s that got to do with spiritual things?” I 
completely understand. That is, I did… until we discovered that we were 
praying like mad that God would help us and get the bad guys! So here’s 
my point: Life is about love and comfort and happiness and satisfaction. If 
our prayers are all about the threats and illnesses and disasters and 
sufferings of ourselves or others, it is all too easy to forget to say “thank 
you” for all the blessings and “good luck” that come our way. Even the kind 
that keeps the light green for an extra 5 seconds so you don’t have to stop! I 
am certain that there are many things we put in God’s lap that He has 
nothing to do with, but, even then, it certainly can’t hurt to thank Him for 
the gift of life and all the various pleasures and experiences of beauty, 
caring, and wonderful memories! What is likely, though, is that we forget to 
be thankful for something as basic as, say, oxygen, something so 
fundamental that life can’t be sustained without it! Presumed security is one 
of those kinds of things. It is a blessing that we aren’t aware of, even as we 
use it! Having to completely rearrange our routines, to learn new 
procedures, and to overcome the sense of violation and insecurity that 
comes from identity theft makes the whole experience really incredibly 
traumatic, especially when one is on the other side of 80. I discovered that 
God’s greatest blessings may very well be so basic and undeserved that they 
are constantly hiding in plain sight, and we ought to be prepared to actually 
search or work a little at being as thankful as we really should be! It is not 
our right to be alive; it is a gift! I am one of those who think that several of 
the things we are forced to pay for in the Capitalist economy should be 
considered a right in a country that supposedly cares so deeply about every 
person. It is a real discovery that so much of what I take for granted is 
clearly, obviously, and truly a gigantic sign of God’s love for me. Once 
again, (I think this is for the 1,000th time!) Psalm 139:1-18 comes to mind 
and is applicable; take a look at it! We have been humbled by realizing once 
again how much we take for granted. Maybe it would be good for you to 
discover that too! Although I recommend you do it by choice, not by 
necessity!

Father Jim 

President’s 
Corner

Thank you to all who participated 
in the Annual Congregational 
Meeting on November 16th.  The 

budget for 2026 was passed. A pesky 
pest control issue was resolved. By 

Ministry Year to Date 
Giving $180,574 
Expenses $169,724

$10,850 Overage 

-$601* Deficit 
*shortfalls will be paid out of our 
mortgage reserve fund. 

Mortgage Income Received 
October Giving $849 
Expenses $1,450

Lunch at Vince’s!! 

Friday, December 12th  we will meet at 
Vince’s Pizza and Pasta to just get 
together and shoot the breeze. We meet 
at 11:30a, we hope to see you there! 
Vince’s does not only have pizza, there 
are salads, hamburgers, soups, chicken, 
calzones, AND sandwiches! Come if 
you can and bring a friend or two. If 
you have an SSOV shirt wear that too!

$182 Overage
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adopting this budget, it puts us in a position to develop a financial 
proposal for calling a pastor. It’s not easy to cut staff, and we appreciate 
the time and energy put in by Yvonne St. Andrew, Thomas Rapp and 
Brandon Weir. Please make sure to thank them for their contributions to 
the church.

Congratulations to the council members who were reelected:  HM 
McKinsey, Chris Skinner and to Alice Fischer as council secretary and 
Gabe Gabriel as treasurer. I want to thank Eileen Collins for her years of 
service as council secretary and to Cheri Candido for serving on council 
the past few years. A big thank you to all who brought the pies for the pie 
social afterwards!

The Executive Team for 2026 is Chuck Lebo, President; Barbara Counts, 
Vice President; Alice Fisher, Secretary; and Gabe Gabriel, Treasurer.

As was mentioned at the Congregational Meeting, the need for volunteers 
in 2026 is great. I am pleased to announce that Cheryl Huff has agreed to 
be a Volunteer Coordinator.  She may be calling on you to see if you can 
fill in the gaps when needed.

A fantastic job was done on the new photo directory. Thanks to Yvonne 
and all the staff for the many hours of work on the project.
May you all have a blessed Christmas season!  

Chuck 

Stewardship 
Dear friends in Christ, 

During our lives, two precious assets define 
our existence: our hearts and our wealth. 
These two entities, seemingly distinct, are 
deeply intertwined, and the manner in 
which we manage and nurture them reflects 
the essence of stewardship. 

As we consider the tug and pull between our hearts and wealth, we 
recognize the importance of balance. Stewardship calls us to blend these 
aspects of our lives. It urges us to use our financial means not only for 
personal gain but also to uplift those in need, to support causes that 
resonate with our values, and to leave a legacy of positive change. By 
aligning our hearts and wealth, we create a ripple effect of kindness, 
generosity, and empowerment that transcends our immediate 
surroundings. 

May your financial decisions in 2026 reflect your values, support your 
goals, and enrich the lives of others. Together, as conscious stewards, we 
can create a world where compassion and prosperity go hand in hand. 

From the Stewardship team 

Women of the ELCA 

The Women of the ELCA will be 
taking the month of December off!
They will meet again in January. 
Keep the 4th Tuesday of every month 
open on your calendar so you can join 
this vibrant Bible study and fellowship 
with other women.

Volunteers Needed! 

We still need volunteers to help make 
worship a meaningful experience. We 
need ushers, readers, and communion 
assistants.Please sign up! (Don’t make 
us come up to you with the clipboard 
in hand. 😉  ) The more volunteers we 
have the less often you will be called 
upon to help. 
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Worship in 
December 

We continue worship in December
preparing for the coming Christ Child 
in the season of Advent, then we pull 
out all the stops in full celebration of 
Christmas.

12/7 Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Matthew 3:1-12

12/14 Third Sunday of Advent     
        James 5:7-10
        Matthew 11:2-11

12/21 Fourth Sunday of Advent
           Romans 1:1-7
           Matthew 1:18-25

12/24 Christmas Eve
Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:7-20

12/28 First Sunday of Christmas
          Hebrew 2:10-18
          Matthew 2:13-23

Stewardship 
Thought of the Month 

Faith is more than thinking something is true.
Faith is thinking something is true to the extent that we act on it.

W.T. Purkiser 

Thank You! 
• …to everyone who came out on our rainy work day! You are 

awesome!
• …to everyone who donated toys to St. Paul’s in-gathering for Edward’s 

Air Force Base. You made some children very happy. 
• …to Connie Jo Keeling for leading the Ladies Scrap Booking Bible 

Study.

Council Highlights 
• Council officers were elected and team leaders were appointed.  See 

the President’s Corner for details.

• Annual Roll Cleaning was reviewed.

• There will be a combined worship service with St. Paul’s to be held 
here at SSOV on January 4th.

Workday! 
Thank you to all those who showed up 
on a very rainy Saturday to give your 
time to St. Stephen’s. Several areas got 
spruced up and the round tables along 
with the six foot tables got a good 
scrubbing! Thank you agin for your 
time, St. Stephen’s appreciates it.

Thanksgiving Basket Update 
Thank you to all our amazingly generous people who donated food for the 
Migrant baskets. We were able to donate 20 baskets this year. This is a 
record number for us in the past several years! Many thanks to St. Paul’s 
who donated 4 of the baskets. We added several pairs of socks to the 
baskets this year. Thank you to Amanda who made cards for the baskets. 
Thank you to those of you who donated more than one basket. You are 
amazing! 

Sunday, Dec. 14th is the 
deadline for the

January Newsletter

SSOV 
Book 
Club! 

The SSOV 
Book Club has 
chosen their 
next book. The 
book is 
“Remarkably 
Bright 
Creatures” by Shelby Van Pelt. They 
will be meeting Monday, December 8th 
at 4p in the Community Room in Faith 
Hall. For more information contact 
Barbara Counts or Jennifer Rapp.
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Decorate the 
Worship 
Center 
Everyone is invited to come and 
enjoy some good ole’ fellowship 
as we come together to decorate 
the Worship Center as well as 
our Christmas tree on Saturday, 
December 6 at 10a! Everything 
will laid out, all we need is you! 

Christmas 
Eve Worship 
St. Stephen’s will have a candle 
light Christmas Eve service on 
Wednesday, December 24th at 
7p. There will be carols and 
candle light along with the 
Sacrament of  Holy Communion. 
Invite your family and friends as 
we welcome the Christ child.

Epiphany Party! 
It’s not until January…but is it 
ever too early to plan a party!? 
Everyone is invited to the St. 
Stephen’s Epiphany party 
scheduled for Saturday, 
January 10th at 5p, in the 
Fellowship Hall. It will be a 
potluck (food to be 
determined) with games and a 
white elephant gift exchange. 
No gift over $15 please! If you 
have questions or would like 
more information, please 
contact Connie Jo Keeling. 

Get Involved!
Usher: Ushers give a warm welcome 
to visitors, welcome the congregation, 
pass out bulletins, collect offering, 
direct communion, and take 
attendance. Contact the office.

Scripture Reader: Readers share one
Bible lesson, introduce the Gospel 
acclamation and share the Prayers 
of the People with the congregation.
Contact the office.

Communion Setup/Clean up: Do you
like working behind the scenes? 
Contact Doretta Rapp at 
stadmin@sbcglobal.net if this 
sounds like the right job for you!

Praise Band: Love to share your gift
of music with others? Do you play 
an instrument? Contact Alexandra 
Caselli at aacjazz@gmail.com.

Tuesdays 
Choir and Band Practice
If you like to sing, join us!! We are 
always looking for singers. We will 
start up again meeting at 12:30 pm 
for band practice 1:30 pm for choir 
rehearsal in the Worship Center 
sometime in August. Call Alexandra
(818-631-2237) for more details.

Monthly
At the end of the month food sacks
are assembled for our “Feeding 
Others” program. For more 
information, contact Barbara 
Counts, 661-816-4352.

mailto:stadmin@sbcglobal.net
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St. Stephen’s of the 
Valley Lutheran  Church 

1737 East Avenue R
Palmdale, CA 93550

Phone: 661-947- 6451

Fax: 661-947-7108

E-mail:
stadim@sbcglobal.net

Office Hours:
9am - 1pm
Mon - Thu.

mailto:stadim@sbcglobal.net
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