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A Word from Pastor Jim

D

ear friends,

“Summertime, and the livin’ is easy…”
well, sort of. The simmering desert
heat reminds us every day that we are deep
into the hottest season of the year and that
part of the reason we try to slow down is
to survive sun’s intensity. In some ways
we slow down at church too. Programs
often take a break for the Summer. They
take vacations. Worship attendance slips a
bit… because we’re trying to take it easy.
All of that is good for us… well, sort of. I really
do hope that you have some time to relax and
renew yourselves during these Summer weeks.
For many people the intensity of work and
school and holidays, and everything else that
fill the hours of our days the rest of the year
wears them down and they welcome a chance
recuperate a little. But what we have come to
call the Summer slump, is not so good for the
life of our church. It worries the leadership.
I kind of hope it catches your attention too.
I was just listening to Janis Joplin sing her
rendition of the song “Summertime” (and stole
my opening line from the lyrics) and reveled
in the slow, sultry way she sings, drawing the
listener into the mood of a slow Summer day.
When Janis sings, there are always multiple
levels on which to hear the music. The lyrics
also have a few hidden hints of other things
too. Underneath the moody pace of her singing
there is a pulse, slow, but still driving forward,
reminding us that there is more living lying
ahead of us. She quiets the listener down,
and at the same time reminds us that this
isn’t forever. Soon we will have to pick up

the pace again.
Thankfully,
there will
be things
that we
want to
do in
the days
ahead. I
know you
might
not
want to think about
that
right now, but we would languish if we
didn’t have the gift of looking forward to
the things we have to do. I hope you are
looking forward to what we will be doing at
St. Stephen’s not too many weeks from now.
The classic song has another line I hope you
will relish as much as I do. “One of these
mornin’s you gonna rise up singin’…” When
I heard that line I couldn’t help thinking
about what I hope we will be feelin’, and
doin’ come September. The line has a sort
Sunday morning feeling for me. The people
gathered, called together, singing, praying,
hearing the gospel with both heart and mind,
and belting out our praise. Feeling strong so
that we can, “spread.. our wings and… take to
the sky.” Feeling safe because we have someone,
“standin’ by.” Have a great Summer, but at the
same time feel that beat, that underlying force,
and promise, moving us forward, to those days
of singing, praising, and serving that lie ahead.
Pastor Jim
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CROP Walk! Help Others!

August Council Highlights
• Council is going to explore the feasibility and logistical issues for having a preschool on our
campus.
• Swamp coolers on both the Fellowship Hall and Faith Hall need major repairs. Repairs will
be done with designated funds.

Thank You!
It’s almost that time! For those who want
to participate, the walk this year will be on
Saturday October 8th. The host church is
Lutheran Church of the Master, (725 East
Ave. J) and we will gather at 8:55 am. Or if
you just want to donate, you can see Sandy
Fitzpatrick, or go on line at crophungerwalk.
org/lancasterca and follow directions to our
team page “St. Stephens of the Valley.” Every
little bit helps. Any questions see Sandy.

... for helping with the Rummage Sale: Phil and Barbara Counts, Tara Smith, Fred and Doretta
Rapp, Gordon Hanson, Sandy Fitzpatrick, and Sandra Lebo. It was a big job and we appreciate
your dedication to SSOV.
... for repairing the swamp cooler on the Fellowship Hall: Phil Counts, Fred Rapp, Gordon
Hanson, Jeff Pichon, Gabe Gabriel, and Hunter Harsh. We truly appreciate you working all
day on Saturday, August 20th repairing and leveling the swamp cooler so it runs like it’s new!
We are blessed to have such dedicated workers here at church.

Because of You...

Financials

“If we live by the Spirit, let s also be
guided by the Spirit.” - Galatians 5:25

$17,342 Overage*

spoon is for feeding ourselves….a ladle is
for serving others.” Isn’t that a great image! I
recently read this on The ReImagine website
[www.thereimaginegroup.com].

Ministry Giving
July Giving: $30,264
July Expenses: $12,922
*$12,000 one time donation from member

$37,866 Overage*
Ministry Year to Date

Giving: $145,564
Expenses: $113,698
Giving minus Expenses: $31,866
Plus Saving Acct. Funds used: $6,000
*$12,000 one time donation from member

$34 Overage

Mortgage Income
Received
July Giving: $1,484
July Expenses: $1,450

A

They go on to explain that, “Commercials,
television, the Internet, movies, and more
communicate that our individual happiness is only achieved by focusing on our own wants
and desires.” A life focused on serving ourselves is “spoon thinking” and is what our culture
consistently puts before us.
A mind-set of generosity is counter culture and is “ladle thinking”. They continue that,
“following the example of Christ by choosing to think of others needs ahead of our own
needs” is not always easy and often “moves us beyond our comfort zone.”
“For some, ‘ladle thinking’ does mean writing a check; for others, it may involve inviting
someone into their life or taking time to serve another person.” St. Stephen’s is grateful for
the generous gifts of time, talent, and treasures you have shared.
Some recent “ladle” opportunities here at St. Stephen’s have included donating hygiene
items for blessing bags, donating hats to those less fortunate, and donating food for the
Feeding Others program. There are many more “ladle” opportunities coming up as well:
The Crop Walk; donating books to our Little Free Library book exchange program, and
donating socks for Socktober.
Thank you for all the ways in which you put down your spoon and take up a ladle to share
God’s grace with others.
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Prayer List

Praise & Thanksgiving for...
Tabo’s complete healing.

Healing...
Eileen Collins, broken neck/surgery.
Anne Ellis, recovering from liver surgery.
Mike duBois, complete healing from hip
replacement.
Andrea, diabetic coma, fell broken bones.
Liz Seipel, shingles.
Fern Jackson, pain management.
John B.
Bonnie S., crushed and shattered her arm,
6-7 mos. of healing.
Ann Lillich, leukemia/Covid
Yvette, experiencing pain, may need
another surgery.
Ed, on going health issues/depression.
Carina McVeigh, persistent medical issues.
Esmeralda, recovery from chronic pain.
Karen Wilson, leukemia.
Frances, extreme, recurring dizzy spells,
guide doctors.
Dawn, personal issues, been struggling.
Randy, lymhoma, guide doctors.
Barbara Danielson, complete healing.
Butch Thaler, complete healing.
Libby duBois, MS.
Amanda Wheeler, depression, pain management.
Emilie, battling anorexia.
Joseph, ongoing health issues.
Cory Barnes, heart blockage.
Johnny, serious heart issues
Jerry Trigg, guide doctors.
Michaela McLaren.
All those who need healing and don’t
know how to ask.
Concern..
Garrett Splinter, depression.
End of violence in our communities. The
poor, homeless, abused, addicted and the
lonely. Children at risk. Those suffering
from AIDS. Young people struggling for
direction in life. Service personnel serving at home and abroad. All abused and
neglected animals.
Those living with dementia or Alzheimer’s (and their families).. Pam Brennan;
Rev. Gunther Pagel.

President’s
Corner
“God’s work. Our hands” event is a

National ELCA service day and is being
held on September 11th this year. We hope
many of you will participate in some of
the activities being held after worship that
Sunday. Please plan to stay after and enjoy
some fun, fellowship, and delicious ice cream.
Mark your calendars for September 25th, too. We’re planning a special fellowship
Sunday; details are being finalized -- watch your emails and bulletins for more information.
We have secured a “hot spot” which improves the internet connection and we are researching
the options for video and sound recording to improve the online viewership experience.
Chuck Lebo

God’s work. Our hands.
The event will be on Sunday September 11th. After worship we will have several projects that
you can share in. There is a sign-up sheet at the entrance to the Worship Center that will help us
when shopping for supplies, so please sign up for what you would like to do. Potting plants to give
to the homebound. Putting together Candy Bouquets to missing members. Driving these items
to intended people. You can also sign up for the Shield in Prayer program. You will be given the
station number of our local sheriff station or fire stations and agree to keep them in prayer for a
year and send them four cards (provided), to let them know we care for and respect them. You will
notice a card table in the entrance to the Worship Center with some cards on it, they are for the
Pete Knight Veterans Home so please sign a few. And of course, you can just sit on the patio and
watch the fun! Refreshments will be provided. There is something for everyone, so come join us!

Feeding Others
As usual you guys rock! Due to your generous donations we were able to prepare 34 bags
of food for the homeless.
The plan is to make this a regular thing every 4th Tuesday of the month. If you are interested
in preparing the bags let me know.
And we will always need more food. Anything on the list that is on the table is good, but we
especially need Cup of Noodles, hot chocolate, sweetener, coffee creamer, wipes, fruit, water
and Gatorade (small size), cookies, crackers, and oatmeal. Remember these are for people
with no storage, no refrigeration, single-serve, single-wrapped items only. All I ask is you do
what you can, when you can. See me for any questions.
God Bless,
Sandy Fitzpatrick
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Worship in
September

Easy Ways to Donate
to St. Stephen’s!

We are confronted by some harsh realities
as Jesus continues His journey toward
crucifixion. We are similarly confronted
by Jesus’ radical compassion to heal and
love in the midst of our brokenness.
9/4

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
Luke 14:25-33

9/11 Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Timothy 1:12-17; Psalm 51:1-10
Luke 15:1-10
9/18 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113
Luke 16:1-13
9/25 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
Luke 16:19-31

Abundance Sunday September 11
To Benefit Grace Resources
Diapers - Adult and Children
Wish List includes: refrigerators, cribs, car seats, baby books, washer & dryers, kitchen
furniture, dressers, and night stands. New children’s toys are always welcome! Plus travelsize toiletries. To benefit Grace Resource Center, please place items in the shopping cart in
the entrance to the Worship Center, or contact Jerry Boulett.

Are you looking for an easy, convenient way
to contribute to our church? St. Stephen’s
offers two eGiving options that allow you to
give anytime, anywhere – even on the road! It
takes just seconds to use your smartphone to
give by text or through Vanco’s mobile app.
For text giving, simply send a text message
to 888-979-6933 with the amount you
would like to contribute (for example, $25).
Just follow the prompts.
To give through the mobile app, download
the free VancoMobile app from the Apple
Store or Google Play and search for our
church by name. (St Stephens Church)
Or you can scan this QR Code with your
phone’s camera and go directly to our
Simply Giving site!
We appreciate
your generosity,
whether
you’re donating
from the pew or going to the beach !

Soctober!
We will begin to collect socks and underwear
beginning Sunday, October 2! Our goal is 1,000
pairs of socks and underwear (new or gently used)
by Sunday October 30. All donations will stay
here in the Antelope Valley. Thank you for your
support.

Sunday, September 11 is
the deadline for the
October Newsletter.
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Aspire - An Evening
Just for Women
One night, 3 hours just for women. An evening of full of laughter, learning,
stories, and music. Friday, October 14, 2022 City Church 44514 20th Street
West, Lancaster. The speaker and Bible teacher will be Melissa Spoelstra, comedy
by Sally Baucke, and music by Lindsay McCaul. We are trying to get a group
together so we can take advantage of the group discount. If you are interested in
going or want more information, please contact Yvonne St. Andrew (805) 276-6734.

Living the Resurrection
Dear Church Family,
We are pleased with the participation in the Living The Resurrection conversations, we have had some wonderful talks, but if you were not
able to make it on one of the dates we had and would still like to take part (we would like as many as possible; everyone is important) please
let us know and we will make arrangements with you.
The LTR Team,
Lori Ann McLaren, Yvonne St. Andrew, and Sandy Fitzpatrick
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Long time member and office assistant Tara Smith is moving to Wisconsin! Although we are sad to
see her go, we wish her well in this next chapter of in her life. She will be moving with her husband
David and her mom Frances. We pray nothing but all the best for Tara and her family. If you would
like to stay in touch with the Smith family here is their new address:
Tara and David Smith
164 South Pine Street
Adams, WI
53910

Thank you Tara for all you have
done here at St. Stephen’s!
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Welcome Aboard!
We are happy to welcome Yvonne St. Andrew at our newest staff member! Please make sure you congratulate Yvonne, next time you see her. (-:

WOW! Thank You!!
Fireworks booth update: We made a little more than $20,000 this year! Our best year yet! Once again we want to thank all those who worked
so hard on behalf of St. Stephen’s, especially Allison Rapp.
We had a one-time member donation of $15,000 that was designated as an additional principle payment on our mortgage account!

Women’s Book Study
HM McKinsey will be hosting a women’s book study beginning Wednesday, September 21st at 5:30p. All women are welcome
to this book study at HM’s home, 3445 West Ave. N-3, Palmdale. The book is “Mister God - This is Anna” by Fynn. For more
information see HM.

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
A Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will begin on Saturday, September 17, 7:30a. All men are welcome to the McKinsey’s home (3445
West Ave. N-3, Palmdale) for breakfast and a 3-part Andy Stanley series “Better For It - Becoming Better through a Crisis.” See
Danny McKinsey for more information.

Stewardship Thought for the Month
“When we give joyfully to the work of the Lord, we discover for our selves what Jesus meant when
He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’
(Acts 20:35)” - Dr. David Jeremiah

